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500 Comments pass-fail, Bible Study 50%

800 Comments pass-fail, Bible Study 25% Presentations 25%

OT 865/551—Old Testament Ethics
Spring 2013
Course Description


DESCRIPTION

The course is a PhD seminar on the content of OT ethics, on method in the study of OT ethics, and on issues raised by setting the OT in the context of Christian faith and vice versa. 
SIGNIFICANCE FOR LIFE AND MINISTRY:  The Old Testament presents God’s vision for the life of society, the family, and the individual.
LEARNING OUTCOMES:  To pass the course, students will have demonstrated that they have

read a number of the books of the OT and reflected on their ethical significance;

considered key questions about the ethical interpretation of the OT;

reflected on the relationship between OT ethics and NT ethics.

COURSE FORMAT:  The course meets weekly for three-hour sessions. Professor Goldingay will give presentations on method and on aspects of OT Ethics. Classes will include discussion of the ethical implication of specific books in the OT and student presentations on ethical issues within the OT and on key secondary texts.

REQUIRED READING:

Wright, C. J. H. Old Testament Ethics for the People of God. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 2004. ISBN: 978-0830827787, Pub.price $35.00 [520 pp.].
Also material from Goldingay –OT Theology volume 3.
RECOMMENDED READING:

Barton, J. Ethics and the Old Testament. Harrisburg, PA: Trinity Publishing International, 1998.

Bauckham, R. The Bible in Politics. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 1989.

Gottwald, N. K., and R. A. Horsley, eds. The Bible and Liberation.  Rev. ed. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis/London: SPCK, 1993.

Carroll, M. Daniel, and Jacqueline E. Lapsley, eds. Character Ethics and the Old Testament: Moral Dimensions of Scripture. Louisville: Westminster John Knox , 2007.

Rogerson, J. Theory and Practice in Old Testament Ethics. New York: Clark, 2004.

Swartley, W. M. Slavery, Sabbath, War and Women. Scottsdale, PA: Herald, 1983. 

Also Green, J. B., and others (ed.), Dictionary of Scripture and Ethics: you could read a cross-section of the articles - some entries on topics within Scripture, some on modern topics, some on biblical books, and so on. What assumptions about the significance of the Old Testament for ethics do they make or commend?

ASSIGNMENTS:  
1. Students complete weekly assigned readings in the Old Testament and secondary literature
2. On this basis they write a research/reflection paper on issues in the study of Old Testament ethics in the context of faith in Christ (75%).

Syllabus

The Aim

What I hope we will discover through the course:

*
how different parts of the OT understand the character of human beings, the world, and God’s people

*
how they understand God’s vision for the character of human beings, world, and God’s people

*   what ethical concepts the OT uses and what values it has

*
how OT people bring ethical issues into their prayer and worship

*
what forms of behavior the OT approves and disapproves

*
what issues of method are involved in the study of OT ethics
*
how some current theologians approach OT ethics

*
what resource the OT offers regarding ethical questions that seem important to us

The Pattern

Generally, we will spend the first half of the three hours discussing issues you raise in your preparatory reading, and listen to one student presentation. After the break we will spend some time studying part of the week’s biblical text in Hebrew and the rest of the time discussing issues you raise in your study of this biblical material.

The Timing 
PhD students:

In accordance with the Handbook, the course presupposes 36 hours of work per week for 11 weeks.  This works out as follows:

30 hours class

60 hours biblical study 

40 hours researching and writing two presentations for class

230 hours set reading and reading from the bibliography (in a separate file on Moodle) 

36 hours writing a research/reflection paper

Master’s level students

The course presupposes the regular formula of 12 hours of work per week for 10 weeks.  This works out as follows:

30 hours class

40 hours biblical study 

35 hours set reading and reading from the bibliography (in a separate file on Moodle)
15 hours writing a research/reflection paper on the basis of that reading
The Work Required

(a) Preparatory Reading

Each week all students will do prescribed reading in Wright—OT Ethics and Goldingay—OT Theology volume 3 (the relevant sections of the latter are posted on Moodle). After doing this reading you post on Moodle ten observations about things you found interesting or provocative or unconvincing or otherwise worth discussing. These comments will provide agenda for the first segment of the class. I recognize that M-level students are unlikely to be able to complete the entirety of the reading set for each week, and they need not post as many as ten observations.
You post your notes on the Moodle site for the course under that week’s “Forum” by 5.00 p.m. on the day before class.  Post by copy-and-paste not by attachment.  
(b) Bible Study

Each week all students will study the OT book for that week in preparation for discussion of discoveries and questions in the last hour of the class.  This will require an average of 6 hours of preparation each week (4 hours for Master’s level students), including the posting of 600-1000 words of notes arising from the preparation.  Again, you post your notes on the Moodle site for the course under that week’s “Forum” by 5.00 p.m. on the day before class, by copy-and-paste not by attachment. This study of OT books contributes one-quarter of your grade for the course for PhD students, one-half for Master’s level students.  We will read some parts of the books in Hebrew, but I do not expect you to prepare the Hebrew.
The number of hours allocated to this each week is designed to allow for some serious sustained study that issues in some worthwhile insights and penetrating questions.  Your task is to read the biblical text.  It is not obligatory to read commentaries.  You are unlikely to find them much use for the angle of our concern (except e.g., C. Wright on Deuteronomy and M. Bal on Judges), though they may be useful in explaining points of detail or background that puzzle you.

Some questions to have in mind as you are reading:

*
Does the book suggest an ethical vision?

*
Does it use key ethical concepts, and if so, how does it do so and what is their significance? or does it implicitly illustrate key ethical concepts at work, and if so, how?

*
Does it imply views on what it means to be God, to be a human community, to be church, and to be individual human beings?

*
Does it suggest any ways that people do or might bring ethics into their worship?

*
In what ways does it make explicit that people’s lives and deeds are what they should or should not be, or how far does it simply describe them without comment?

*
What priorities in God’s moral concerns does it imply? Are there ways in which God’s moral concerns are being adapted to human stubbornness (and how do you know that?)?

*
Are there ways in which it addresses ethical questions that seem important to us?

*
In what ways does it make different assumptions about ethics from ours? How does it confront us? As God-breathed scripture, in what ways is it designed to be useful for teaching, reproof, correction, and training in righteousness for the Christian community so that it may be equipped for every good work (2 Tim 3:16–17)?

*
What issues of method in OT ethics does your reading raise?

Some of the above questions will be more applicable to some books than to others; use your common sense about which to focus on. The list of questions is not exhaustive: it is simply ones I can think of at the moment. I will be disappointed if you and I do not think of some more as we are going along.

I suggest that the way you go about the work is by reading through the text chapter by chapter noting material that is especially significant from the perspective of our concern.  You then need to spend another hour reflecting on what are the key insights from the material as a whole.  Your posting should not simply take the form of notes that say “chapter 1 says x, chapter 2 says y” but notes that say “the book as a whole raises these five (or three or ten) issues.”

Beyond that, there is no need for you to put your notes into special form.  I shall not be marking those in great detail but simply looking for the evidence that you have done the work, handled some of the questions, and talked sense.  I shall not be expecting you to have all the answers but I will be looking for evidence that you have read the text openly and intelligently and thought about possible answers. You need to push yourself into being analytical and critical and imaginative; relying on your immediate reaction and on what you “feel” about issues is not enough. It is fine to share the preparation with someone else if you find that helps you to think things through, though of course if I suspected that you had simply copied someone else’s notes I would be asking some sharp questions ....

(c) Student Presentations

During the course each PhD student will lead two 20-25-minute segments of the class.  In preparation for each of these, you write a paper on a book from the bibliography or on an OT ethical concept or word(s), which you read to the class.  The main text which you actually read should be 2000 words, so that it takes 15 minutes to read and leaves time for discussion (you can also include footnotes, which you will not read out).  The paper(s) should be properly ordered according to a standard format (as long as this does not involve endnotes), written in good English and well proof-read and spell-checked, with proper referencing and bibliography.  Post it on Moodle before the class for the benefit of other students; you can then give the class a one-page summary handout.  Post the presentation by attachment (unlike the Bible Study notes).  Make it a second post to that week’s “Forum.”  After the class I will tell you by e-mail what grade I give it.  These papers contribute one-quarter of your grade for the course.

In a presentation of a book on OT ethics, the aim is not simply to summarize the contents, nor are you writing a review for a journal.  The aim is to analyze its key points, see what basis there is for them, see what difference they make to reading the OT and learning from it, and tell us whether to read it and why. Keep in mind the questions listed below under “Issues in the study of OT ethics” and show how it addresses some of these.

In a presentation on an OT ethical concept or word, your first resource is a concordance so that you can look up the occurrences of your word(s) and discover the company it keeps and avoids.  Your second resource is the OT theological wordbooks edited by C. Westermann and E. Jenni (the simplest), W. A. VanGemeren (the most conservative), and G. J. Botterweck and others (still counting). These are probably all you need. You can use them to help you come to your own account of the meaning and significance of your word(s)/concept(s), and on this basis write your paper. If you then find you have time left within the 20 hours, you can go on to read works the three wordbooks refer you to.

Master’s level students may also do two of these presentations instead of one long paper.  This will then contribute one half to their grade.  Or they may present part of their long paper in this context.

(d) The Final Paper on “The Study of Old Testament Ethics”

During the course each PhD student will spend 230 hours reading in the Bibliography (about 3,500 pages), including the assigned reading for each week, and write a 5,000-word reflection paper on “Issues in the Study of OT Ethics” in which you reflect on your study in the course as a whole and demonstrate your reading from the Old Testament and from the bibliography. Master’s level students write a similar paper but are expected to have read only 600-1,000 pages.  You can make the title more specific if you wish – talk to me if you would like to do so.  I will not fault you for writing a longer paper, but longer is not necessarily better.  I expect this paper also to be properly ordered according to a standard format (as long as this does not involve endnotes), written single-space in good English and well proof-read and spell-checked, with proper referencing and bibliography.  Transliterate Hebrew unless you use Unicode font.  Turn in the paper by attachment to johngold@fuller.edu by 10 p.m. on Friday 12 June.  For PhD students this paper contributes the final one-half to your grade for the course; for M-level students, 75%.
Your reflection should offer a personal take on some of the following questions, and/or other relevant questions you wish to consider.  

· What is ethics, and how far is it a category that the OT recognizes?  Does this matter?

· What are the key features of OT ethics to which the biblical text, the classes, and your reading have drawn attention?

· Within the parts of the OT we have studied, what seem to you to be especially significant for ethics, and why?  What are their insights?

· What aspects of the OT’s perspectives on ethics most need to be taken heed of by the evangelical community as represented by Fuller and/or by your own church community?  What are you going to do about that?

· In practice, in that community what is the relationship between the authority of the OT, of Christ, of the NT, and of enlightened modern Christians?  What should be the relationship?  Give examples.

· What aspects of the OT’s perspectives on ethics do you most need to do something about?  What are you going to do about them?

· In practice, what is the relationship in your own life between the authority of the OT, of Christ, of the NT, and of enlightened modern Christians?  What should be the relationship?  Give examples.

· What contemporary insights on the study of OT ethics (for instance, among the books we have studied in class) seem to you most promising, and why?

· What aspects of the OT’s perspectives on ethics could be most blessing to the world?

· Is OT ethics one thing or do we have to be content with looking at the ethics of different books?  In either case, does OT ethics have a structure or logic?

· In the OT, what is the relationship between what God does and what human beings do?  E.g. does God work through our acts, or independently of our acts, or despite our acts, or in response to our acts, or behind our acts, or what?

· What is God’s vision for human nature, for the people of God, and for the world?

· Given that the OT has varied perspectives on different issues, does OT ethics affirm some perspectives and not others, and if so on what basis?

· How do we move from issues that we think are important to discovering how the OT addresses them?  How do we know when it rules them out of order, and what do we then do?

· How do we derive insight for today from the OT’s perspectives on ethics?

· What other insights on method in OT ethics are raised by the OT material, the classes, or the reading you do?

· How does the OT approach areas such as war; family; sex; gender; community; food; wealth?  With regard to any of these areas, you could ask:

What does the OT narrative tell us about how this aspect of life worked?  How does this help us understand better how it works in our culture?  What judgments does the narrative imply about how this aspect of life should work?  How do God’s activity and human activity interrelate in this area?

What do the requirements in Exodus-Deuteronomy say about how it should work? How are these interrelating the top of Mt Sinai, the bottom of Mt Sinai, contextual vehicles, and contextual givens?

How do the wisdom books reflect on this aspect of life?

How do the Psalms pray about it?

What vision or nightmare do the prophets present for this aspect of life?  What solutions do they suggest for what they critique?

In what ways does the OT material on this issue confront or amplify Christian faith based on the NT?  In what way does it thus illustrate 2 Tim 3:15–16?  In what way does Jesus bring to it a “But I say to you”?

In what ways does your study illumine questions on the sheet “Issues in the study of Old Testament ethics”?

Three general resources will feed into your writing this reflection—indeed, paying attention to them can mean it more-or-less writes itself.  One is the preparation for each class. A second is the discussions we have in class.  You might therefore keep these questions in mind during the classes and to make journal notes on them week-by-week. The third is the reading from the bibliography that you do; it is the reflection paper that needs to demonstrate that you have done this reading.  In the course of the reading you should therefore keep in mind the questions above.  Note that your reflection needs to be argued—it needs to be both personal and critical.  Statements of what you think or believe or feel need to be argued not merely stated.

You might also like to look at the closing list of questions from the last time I taught the course, which is on Moodle.

Grades and Comps
See the CATS documents. Some previous comps are on the course Moodle page. 
Contact

I live at 111 South Orange Grove Bvd, #108.  My phone is 405 0626.  My e-mail is johngold@Fuller.edu.

My wife Kathleen and I will be glad if you will come to us for a BBQ dinner before class at 5.00 on Thursday May 9.  Do bring your significant others in reasonable quantities.  You don’t need to bring anything unless you can’t bear showing up empty-handed (in which case, see your therapist).  We will then stay on at our home for the class (unless that raises problems for anyone).  
We live at 111 South Orange Grove Boulevard, on the corner of Green Street, one block south of Colorado Boulevard, and within sight of the Norton Simon Museum.  From Fuller, drive west on Walnut St to the end, turn left into Orange Grove Boulevard, drive for 400 yards, turn right into Green Street, then at the end turn left into the Rose Tree parking lot, from which there is a gate into the pool/bbq area.  Don’t be put off by the notice about towing.

