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A reading version based on the New Jerusalem Bible.

Cast: Narrator, Professor, Naomi, Ruth, Woman, Boaz, Orpah, Supervisor, Man, Elder, Matthew
(thelast fivecan be read by one person)

Scene 1

Narrator

Professor

Narrator

Naomi

Ruth
Orpah

Naomi

Narrator

Naorni

Ruth

Narrator

Woman

Therewas afaminein Judah, and an Ephrathitefamily from Bethlehem went to
live acrossthe Jordanin thePlainsof Moab. Therethe man, Elimelech, died,
leaving hiswidow Naomi and their two sons, Mahlon and Chilion.

The names Mahlon and Chilion mean Sickness and Pining Away. But the name
Elimel ech means My-God-Is-King: the question is, will that be proved true?

Mahlon and Chilion married Moabite women called Orpah and Ruth, but after ten
years the two young men also died, so that Naomi was bereft of her two sons as
well as her husband. Then Naomi heard that God had visited Judah and given
them food. So they set off for Judah.

Go back, you two, to your mothers houses. May Y ahweh show you faithful
love as you did to your husbands and to me. Y ahweh grant you to find happiness
with a husband!

No! No!
We will go back with you to your people!

Go home, daughters. Why come with me? Havel any more sonsin my womb to
make husbandsfor you? Go home, daughters, go, for | am too old to marry
again. Evenif | said"l still have ahope, | shall take a husband this very night and
bear more sons,"* would you be prepared to wait for them until they were grown
up? Would you refuse to marry for their sake? No, daughters, | am bitterly sorry
for your sakesthat the hand of 'Y ahweh should have been raised against me,

They wept, and Orpah kissed her mother-in-law and went back to her people. But
Ruth stayed with her.

L ook, your sister-in-law has gone back to her people and to her god. You go
hometoo. Follow your sister-in-law.

Do not press meto leave you and to stop going with you. Wherever you go, |
want to go; wherever you live, | want to live. Y our peoplewill. be my peopleand
your God will bemy God. Whereyou diel will die, and therel will be buried.
May Y ahweh bring unnamesableills on me and worseillstoo, if anything but
degth should part mefrom you.

Seeing her determination, Naomi said no more. The two of them went on till they
cameto Bethlehem. Their arrival set the whole town astir.

Can thisbe Naomi?
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Do not call me Naomi, call me Marah, for Shaddai has made my lot bitter. |
departedfull and Y ahweh has brought me homeempty. Why, then, call me
Naomri] égi nce Y ahweh has pronounced against me, Shaddai has made me
wretched?

Naomi means''My Sweetness."” Marah means''Bitter."

It's the barley harvest. Let me go into thefieldsand glean earsof cornin the
footsteps of some man who will look on me with favor.

Go, daughter.

So she set out to glean in thefieldsbehind the reapers. Chanceled her to aplot of
land bel onging to one Boaz, who was a well-to-dorelative of Naomi’s on her
husband's side. Boaz, asit happened had just come from Bethlehem.

Y ahweh be with you!
Y ahweh bless you!
To whom does that young woman belong?

Sheisthe Moabitewho came back with Naomi from Moab. She asked if she
could glean and pick up what fallsfrom the sheaveshbehind the reapers. She has
stayed with hardly arest from morning until now.

Listen, madam. Y ou must not go gleaning in any other field. Y ou must not go
away from here. Stay close to the women who work for me. Keep your eye on
whatever part of thefield they are reaping and follow behind. | have ordered the
young men not to bother you. And if you are thirsty, go to the pitchersand drink
what the young men have drawn.

How havel found favor with you, that you should notice me, when | amonly a
foreigner?

I have been told al about the way you have behaved to your mother-in-law since
your husband died, and how you left your own father and mother and the land
where you were born to come to a people you did not know before. May Y ahweh
repay you for what you have done, and may you berichly rewarded by Y ahweh,
the God of Israel, under whose skirtsyou havecomefor refuge!

Sir, | hope you will always ook on me with favor! Y ou have comforted and
encouraged me, even though | am not one of your workers.

In due courseit was med time.
Come and eat somedf thisbread and dip your piecein the sour wine.

Ruth sat besidethe regpers and Boaz made a heap of roasted grainfor her. She
ate what she wanted and had some left over. When she had got up to glean, Boaz
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gave ordersto hisworkers:

Let her glean among the sheavesthemselves. Do not bother her. And be sure you
pull afew earsaf corn out of the bundlesand drop them. Leavethemfor her to
glean; do not rebuke her.

So shegleanedin thefield until evening. Then shebeat out what she had gleaned
and it cameto about abushel of barley. Taking it with her, she went back to the
town. Her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned. Ruth also gave her what she
had kept after eating all she wanted.

Where were you gleaning?Blessed be the man who took notice of you!

Hisnameis Boaz.

May he be blessed by Y ahweh who does not withhold hisfaithful lovefrom
living or dead! Thisman isarelativeof ours, onecof our guardians.

In Israel your closerelatives were under mora obligation to cometo your aid
when you werein need (for instance, if you werereduced to poverty) rather than
leave you resourcelessand vulnerable. Thisis what is meant by beinga
“guardian” or "'redeemer” and by ""redeeming”. They were also under obligation
to thedead to seethat their land was preserved and their name maintai ned.

Healso said, "' Stay with my workersuntil they havefinished my whole harvest.”

It is better for you, my daughter, to go with his workersthan to go to some other
field whereyou might beill-treated.

So she stayed with Boaz’s workers, and gleaned until the barley and wheat
harvests were finished.

My daughter, | need to seek some security for you. And Boaz, the relative of
ours, whose workersyou have been with—he will be winnowing the barley on
the threshingfloor tonight. So have a bath and perfumeyourself and put on your
best clothes and go down to the threshing-floor.Don't let. him recognizeyou
while heis still eating and drinking. But when heliesdown, take note where he
lies, then go and turn back the covering at hisfeet and lie down yourself. He will
tell you what to do.

Shedid everything her mother-in-law had said. In themiddledf the night, Boaz
woke up with ashock and looked about him, and therelying at hisfeet wasa
woman.

Who areyou?

| am your servant Ruth. Spread your skirtsover your servant for you are a
guardian.

Y ahweh bless you, madam, for thissecond act of faithful love of yoursis greater
than thefirst, since you have not run after young men, poor or rich.
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Boaz refersto the way in which Ruth is going about showing faithfulnessto
Elimelechin seeking to provide him with alegal descendant via Boaz.

Don't be afraid, madam, | shall do everything you ask, since the peopleat the

gate of my town all know that you are awoman of great worth. But thoughitis

truethat | am aguardian, you have aguardian closer than myself. Stay herefor

tonight and in the morning, if he wishesto act as guardian to you, very well, let

him do so. But if he does not wish to do so, then as Y ahweh lives, | will act as

fgljuardi anto you. But it must not be known that this woman came to the threshing-
0oor.

So shelay at hisfeet till morning, but got up before the hour when one person
can can recognize another. And Boaz filled her cloak with six measuresdf barley,
and put it on her back, and off she went to the town and told Naomi everything
the man had donefor her.

Do nothing, daughter, until you see how thingshave gone. | am sure he will not
rest until he has settled the matter thisvery day.

Boaz, meanwhile, had gone up to the gate and sat down, and the guardian of
évgom he had spoken then came by. Boaz also picked out ten of thetown's
ers.

Here, my friend, come and sit down. Naomi, who has come back from the Plains
of Moab, issdlling the piece of land that belonged to our brother Elimelech. |
thought | should tell you about this and say, " Acquireit in the presenceof the
men who are sitting here and in the presence of the eldersof my people. If you
want to redeemit, do; if you do not, tell me, so that | can know, for | am the only
person to redeem it apart from you, and | come after you.

I am willing to redeemiit.

Theday you acquirethefield from Naomi, you al so acquire Ruth the M oabite,
thﬁwifeof the man who hasdied, to perpetuatethe dead man's namein his
inheritance.

| cannot redeem it without jeopardizing my own inheritance. Sincel cannot,
redeemiit. yoursalf.

It wasthe customin Israel to confirm atransaction in mattersof redemption or
inheritance by one of the partiestaking off hissandal and givingit to the other.
So the man took off hissandal.

To put asandal (or afoot) on apieced land marksaclaimtoit. So taking off a
sandal has the oppositeimplication. In Deuteronomy :25, someone who will not
act as guardian/redeemer has hissandal pulled off as agesturedf shaming.

Today you elders and bystandersare witnesses that from Naomi | acquire
everything that used to bel ong to Elimelech and everythingthat used to belongto
Mahlon and Chilion, and that | am also acquiring Ruth the M oabite, Mahlon’s
widow, to be my wife, to perpetuatethe dead man's namein hisinheritance, so
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that the dead man's name will not belost among his brothersand at the gate of his
town.

May Y ahweh make the woman about to enter your family like Rachel and Leah
who together built up the house of Israel. Grow mighty in Ephratah, be
renowned in Bethlehem! And through the children Y ahweh will giveyou by this
young woman, may your family belikethefamily of Perez, whom Tamar boreto
Judah.

So Boaz took Ruth and she became hiswife. And when they cametogether,
Y ahweh made her conceive and she bore ason.

Blessed be Y ahweh who has not |eft you today without a guardian. May hisname
be praisedin Israel! The child will be acomfort to you and the prop of your old

age, for he has been born to the daughter-in-law who loves you and is moreto
you than seven sons.

and I?llaomi, taking thechild, held him to her breast; and sheit was who looked
ter him.

A son has been born to Naomi! His nameis to be Obed.

Obed means™ servant [of Yahweh].”

So Perez fathered Hezron, Hezron Ram, Ram Amminadab, Arnminadab
Nahshon, Nahshon Salmon, Salmon Boaz; and Boaz fathered Obed, and Obed
fathered Jesse, and Jesse fathered —David.

So in due course Jesus was born as the descendant of Boaz and Ruth.





